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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publicattons (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Oct. 8, 1986 
Se./ec.f I 
CHARLESTON, IL--An "early bird reception" and "Merton of the Movies" will 
open Eastern Illinois University's Homecoming for visitors this weekend. 
'A reception for alumni will be held Friday from 1-4 p.m. in the Alumni Lounge, 
University Union. "Merton," a classic spoof of silent movies, will open a five-show 
run at 8 p.m. in the Fine Arts Theatre. Staged by the University Theatre, the pro-
duction is also slated for 8 p.m. on Saturday, Monday and Tuesday and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 12. 
Highlights Saturday will include the traditional parade at 10 a.m., reunion 
luncheons at 11:30 a.m. in the Union's Grand Ballroom, presentation of distinguished 
alumnus awards during the luncheons, a football game with Northern Iowa, and a piano 
concert by former students of Dr. Catherine Smith, recently retired member of the 
music department faculty. 
Among distinguished alumni recipients are Dr. and Mrs. W. L. Podesta of Mattoon. 
Others are Charles 0. Austin, Jr., Rock Island; Donald L. Calvin, Manhasset, N.Y.; 
Dr. Norm Endsley, Bartonville; and Dr. James L. Breen, Oakton, Va. Austin, Endsley, 
and Breen are former Charleston residents. 
Departmental coffee hours are scheduled Saturday from 10 a.m. until noon. A 
picnic style lunch will be held on the University Quad from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Reunion luncheons will be for the classes of '26, '36, '46, '56, '61, '66 and '76. 
The football game begins at 1:30 p.m. At 7:30p.m., a square dance, Bob Hussey 
calling, will be in McAfee Gym. 
"Emeritus Piano Festspiel," the concert by fanner students of Dr. Smith, will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and at 3 p.m. on Sunday in Dvorak Concert Hall. Dr. Smith 
will perform the second half of Sunday's program. 
In addition to Eastern's Marching Blue, high school and junior high bands 
from the following communities will march in Saturday's parade: 
Charleston, Paris, Kansas, Mattoon, Oakland, Shiloh and Stonington. 
President and Mrs. Stan Rives, Eastern, and Secretary of State Jim Edgar will 
be in the parade as will the Homecoming King and Queen, Gail Burlingame, Pekin, 
and Martin Aberle, Washington. 
' In addition to floats and decorated vehicles, the parade will include a 
horse-drawn delivery wagon, an antique farm wagon, and the Percheron horses of 
Ralph Rhoden. 
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